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10. VIBRANT COMMUNITIES
10.1  FUTURE RAWSON / ERICA SKATEPARK PREFERRED LOCATION

Recreation Officer Direclorate: Community Assets
Ward: East
Appendix: 2 attachments

PURPOSE

For Council to consider the feedback received from the community on the
preferred location of the future Rawson/Erica Skatepark.

AMENDED RECOMMENDATION

That Council:

Proceed to concept design on the preferred site on the Rawson Shopping
Centre Carpark based on the feedback from the Project Reference Group
and stakeholders.

COUNCIL MOTION

Moved: Cr M Leaney
Seconded: Cr D Wallace
CARRIED
KEY ISSUES
Background

» The Baw Baw Skate and BMX Strategy 2012 - 2030 identifies and
recommends that a local/incidental skate facility be developed in
either Erica or Rawson.

¢ The Rural Recreation Reserve Master Plan 2014 identified a
skatepark project within the Rawson Recreation Reserve.

+ Fourteen budget submissions were received during the 2017 - 2018
community consultation showing support for a skatepark in either
the Erica or Rawson townships.

¢ Following the budget submissions and increased lobbying from the
Erica and Rawson community, Council officers were directed to
proceed with community consultation and the development of a
skatepark concept design.

* To assist with the consultation and development of a concept design
Council engaged, Enlocus, a professional skatepark design
consultancy company.

Key Issues
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+ A preferred location is currently yet to be determined. In order to
complete a concept design with estimated costings an outcome on a
preferred location is required.

« A site survey and solil test will be required to complete the final concept
design and any future detailed design documentation once the preferred
location is confirmed.

» A suite of attachments is provided highlighting the relevant
information following the community consultation process to identify
a preferred location.

o Potential location design sketches to enable the community to
get a feel for how a skatepark might look/feel in each location.

o Officer's summary of the feedback received.

TRIPLEBOTTOMLINE IMPLICATIONS
Financial Impact

. The development of a design for the proposed skate park was
committed to as part of the 2017 - 2018 capital works program with
Enlocus engaged to undertake the design. This work includes
developing a high-level cost estimate of the final concept design.

. A site survey and soil tests of the preferred location are estimated to
cost in the order of $5,000.

. The project is currently listed within Council’'s Long Term Infrastructure
Plan 2017 - 2027 with an estimated contribution from Council of
$80,000. The recent Yarragon skatepark project was estimated at
$295,000.

. Once a concept design has been completed this project will be a
shovel ready project enabling Council to seek potential grant funding.
However, this would require a financial commitment from Council
towards the project in order to match the funding ratio requirements of
the funding program.

Environmental Impact

. Environmental design elements would be considered during the design
phase of the preferred option.

. Landscaping design will be included in the overall concept design to
ensure the park fits well in the landscape of the chosen location.

. Amenities including appropriately designed drinking fountains, rubbish
bins, seating and shelters will be considered in the design and
construction phase in consultation with the PRG and stakeholders.

. Proximity to existing amenity formed part of the site assessment
process.
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Community Impact

Community stakeholders have been involved in the consultation
process, see consultation section below.

Graffiti and vandalism has come up as a concern during consultation.
The consultation and community involvement in the process is vital to
reduce the risk of future problems by building a strong sense of pride
and ownership at a site.

Recreation and physical activity plays a vital role in enhancing one’s
quality of life.

Appropriately planned, developed and managed recreation facilities
and spaces provide numerous opportunities to improve the health and
wellbeing of individuals and the community, as well as bringing people
together to develop social networks and friendships.

CONSULTATION

A workshop was held on 28 November 2017 to gather initial feedback
from the community on the type of skatepark they wanted to see and
the potential locations.

There were 35 residents in attendance with eight residents wanting to
be a part of the PRG.

The feedback gathered at the workshop was sent to Enlocus and a site
assessment meeting was arranged on 13 March 2018 for the PRG,
plus invitations to attend were sent to the following local stakeholders:

o Police
o CFA
o SES

) Red Cross

) General Stores — Erica and Rawson

o Erica Hall and Reserve Committee of Management
o Rawson Cricket Club

) Rawson Scouts

) Rawson Primary School

o Erica Kindergarten

o Rawson Village

) Rawson Caravan Park

A site assessment was completed for six sites. The assessment
included a walking tour of each site. Members of the PRG and
stakeholders attended and assessed each site using site selection
criteria questions from the Skate and BMX strategy. The sites included:

o Rawson Masterplan
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