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Baw Baw Shire Council
Council Meeting
31 May 2017

Minutes

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Baw Baw Shire Council held in the
Trafalgar Chambers, Trafalgar Business Centre , commencing at 5.30pm on
31 May 2017.

Present

Cr J Gauci (Chair) Cr ™M Power, Cr D
P Kostos, Cr M Leaney, Cr K Cook, Cr T Jones

In Attendance

Mr P Cantillon Interim Chief Executive Officer

Mr M Lewis Acting Director Corporate and Community Services
Mr D Dunstan Acting Director Community Assets

Mr M Cripps Director Planning and Economic Development

Mr P Harris Manager Council Business

Ms K Evans Governance Advisor

Ms C Martin Corporate Planner

Ms A Lisle Finance Manager

Ms D Foenander  Executive Assistant to Director Corporate and
Community Services

1. OPENING AND RECOGNITION OF TRADITIONAL
CUSTODIANS

Cr Gauci opened the meeting with recognition of the traditional custodians
being, | acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which we are
meeting and pay my respects to their Elders both past and present.
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2. READING OF AFFIRMATI ON AND PRAYER

Cr Gauci read t he Coun Wieholpause toaefletti r mat i on,
upon the solemn responsibilities conferred on us by the Parliament of Victoria
through the Local Government Act (1989).

We acknowledge that it is the responsibility of local government to ensure the
peace, order and good governance of our Shire.

We are to be responsible and accountable to our community here in Baw Baw
Shire through good governance and leadership.

Almighty God,

Give wisdom and understanding to the members of this Baw Baw Shire
Council.

In all our deliberations help each of us to listen carefully, perceive the best
course of action have courage to pursue it and grace to accomplish it.

Amen

3. APOLOGIES

4. COUNCILLORS DECLARATIONS OF
INTEREST/CONFLICT OF INTEREST

No conflicts of interest were declared.
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5. COUNCIL LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

5.1 HEARING OF SUBMISSIONS

Governance Advisor

Directorate: Corporate and Community
Services
Ward:

Appendix: 6 attachments

PURPOSE

To provide Council with the opportunity to hear submissions received
pursuant to Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989 on the:

Draft Council Plan 2017-2021

= —a - -_a_-a

RECOMMENDATION

Draft Annual Budget 2017-2018

Draft Long Term Financial Strategy 2017-2027

Draft Long Term Financial Infrastructure Plan 2017-2027
Draft Rating Strategy 2017-2018

That Council consider the submissions received pursuant to Section 223 of

the Local Government Act 1989.

The following people spoke on submission:

Terry Williamson
Peter Ware
Wendy Bouras
Tony Wolfe

Carol Asbock
Hunter Koschade
Corey Philip
Juliana Richards
. Liz Clay/Claire Morrisey
10.Liz Clay
11.Steve Vincent
12.Rob Ashworth

OONOOEWNE

COUNCIL MOTION

Cr M Power
Cr D Wallace

Moved:
Seconded:

CARRIED
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KEY POINTS/ISSUES

1 The consideration of submissions is pursuant to Section 223 of the Local
Government Act 1989 and is part of the public consultation process prior to
any formal decision by Council.

1 Those submitters who have expressed in their submission that they wish
to be heard before Council will be provided the opportunity to speak to
their submission for up to three minutes each in accordance with the
Council Community Participation Time Policy (extract attached).
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Council Community

Participation Time Policy

Purpose

As part of Council’'s commitment to Good Governance, Council will provide opportunities for
community members to engage directly in meetings.

Council's Community Participation Time policy:

« Provides an avenue within formal meetings for community members to engage with
Council prior to a decision being made; and

+ Balance the needs of the community to participate and those of Council to have
effective engagement in meetings.

Policy

Council will consider where possible, the inclusion of community engagement in meetings as
prescribed under the Meeting Procedure Local Law that have not been closed to the public, or
to a forum where Council decides that this policy will apply. This policy must be read in
conjunction with the Meeting Procedure Local Law (Part 6 — Community Participation).

Where a special meeting has been called, consideration will be given as to whether inclusion

of community participation is appropriate.
Community Participation
Council will provide opportunities for Community members through the following options:
e Observers at Council meetings
« Questions on Notice
e Submissions
e Petitions

e Community Briefings

A printed document is an uncontrolled document.

Ensure vou have the latest nolicv bv viewina online.
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Council Community

Participation Time Policy

1 Behaviour Principles

All present at a meeting are required to behave in accordance with the Meeting Procedure
Local Law to allow the meeting to proceed without disruption.

Appropriate behaviour is to:
e Be quiet during proceedings;
+ Not create a nuisance within the meeting;
e Be respectful of the protocols of the meeting;

e Not harass those attending the meeting, including Councillors, officers and other

visitors;

=« Not bring in any placards, posters or materials other than personal effects unless prior
permission has been sought and granted from the Mayor/Chairperson;

« Not display any physical violence or verbal abuse to anyone or anything within the

meeting;

¢ Not record meeting proceedings without the consent of the Mayor/Chairperson via

photography or filming;

« Have mobile phones switched off or on silent, and not be used for recording of meeting
proceedings.

Members of the public who do not behave appropriately will be warned, and if poor behaviour
continues, will then be asked to leave. Procedures and penalties under the Meeting Procedure
Local Law will apply.

2 Observers at Council Meetings

Our community is welcome to be observers at the following meetings, unless the meeting has
been closed to the public:

* Ordinary Council meetings

+ Special Council meetings

A printed document is an uncontrolled document.

Ensure vou have the latest nolicv bv viewina online.
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Council Community
g Participation Time Policy

« Urgent or Emergency meetings
e Community Briefings

From time to time, Council may invite the community to observe other proceedings. Where this

occurs, this policy will apply.

A printed document is an uncontrolled document.

Ensure vou have the latest nolicv bv viewina online.
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Council Community
9 Participation Time Policy

3 Questions On Notice

Council invites questions on notice from community members. Questions on notice is an
opportunity for community members to ask questions to clarify strategic, policy or any other
appropriate matter that may not be on the Council meeting agenda.

Questions must be appropriate for a public forum, and not be used to seek out opinion from
individual Councillors. If a question is deemed irrelevant, vexatious or defamatory, Council will

reject the question and notify the submitter.

a. Questions to be in writing
Questions need to be submitted in writing, either on the form available (submitted as per
details on the form), or via email to Baw Baw Shire Council with a subject line of ‘Question on

Notice’'.
The person submitting the question must identify themselves clearly, with name, address and
a current telephone contact number. If on behalf of an organisation, the person must still

provide their name, but also the organisations’ name, and ensure that they have permission
from the organisation to be speaking on their behalf.

b. Questions to be submitted by deadline
Questions must be submitted and received by Council by 5:00pm Tuesday before Council
meeting. Where the Tuesday is a public holiday, questions must be submitted and received by

Council by 5:00pm on the previous business day.

C. Questions asked to be limited in number
Community members have the right to ask up to five questions. Any questions over this limit

will not be answered.

Questions with multiple parts will be counted as separate questions and will have this limit
apply.

d. Mayor’s role in Questions on notice

The Mayor, as Chairperson of the meetings, or in the absence of the Mayor, the Councillor
filling that role, will answer each question that is strategic in nature.

A printed document is an uncontrolled document.

Ensure vou have the latest nolicv bv viewina online.
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Council Community
9 Participation Time Policy

The Mayor may refer a question to be answered by any other Councillor if they choose, or will

allow a second speaker to assist in clarifying the answer for the questioner.

e. Chief Executive Officer’s role in Questions on notice
The Chief Executive Officer will be invited by the Mayor, to answer each question that is

operational in nature.

f. Right to clarify the answer

The person who submitted the question may ask for clarification on any aspect of the answer
given to understand the answer up to two times. It is not an opportunity to challenge or debate
the answer, and they will be called to order by the Mayor/Chairperson if they choose to use

this forum to do so.

There is no provision to take more questions on notice in this forum. The submitter of the
question agrees to waive their right of clarification if they do not attend the meeting.

g. Copies of answers to be available
If the submitter does not attend the meeting, Council will ensure a copy of the questions and
responses are provided to the submitter.

Copies of answers will be available after the Council meeting for the submitters only.
Community members interested in viewing the questions and responses may refer to the

Council minutes on the website, or view the minutes papers in the Customer Service Centres.

A printed document is an uncontrolled document.

Ensure vou have the latest nolicv bv viewina online.
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Council Community

Participation Time Policy

4 Submissions

This policy will not override the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989, nor will they
change the opportunities or obligations in relation to people wishing to lodge objections to
planning applications or proposed planning scheme amendments.

a. Types of submissions

Council will provide the opportunity for the following types of submissions to be heard:
e Matters prescribed under Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989;
¢ Planning applications or proposed planning scheme amendment submissions; and

« Officer reports listed on the agenda for that meeting, which is not part of another
submission process detailed above.

b. Submissions Register

Council is required to maintain a register of section 223 submissions and planning
objections/submissions. Community members need to be aware that these registers will be
available to other community members and should write their submission as a public

document.

C. Requirement to suspend standing orders

There will be no requirement to suspend standing orders to hear submissions.

d. Calling of Special meetings
Where appropriate, Council will call a Special meeting to hear submissions made under
Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989 or on planning applications or proposed

planning scheme amendments prior to the formal decision process.

The purpose of a Special meeting is to allow community members to speak on the key points
of their submission in order to assist understanding and consideration by Council.

Where a Special meeting to hear submissions has not been called, Council will provide the
opportunity for these submissions to be heard at the Council meeting where the item is on the
agenda.

A printed document is an uncontrolled document.

Ensure vou have the latest nolicv bv viewina online.

Page 12



Special Council
Meeting Minutes - 31 May 2017

Council Community
g Participation Time Policy

Where a special meeting has been called, Council confirms the right for all submissions to be
heard at this meeting, rather than at a subsequent Council meeting where the item is listed on
the agenda for decision, unless legislative provisions require Council to do so. This is to
ensure that appropriate consideration has been given to these matters prior to the formal
decision process.

e. Process to be followed at a meeting called to hear submissions
Only those submitters who have requested to speak on their submission (in their submission or
after being contacted have notified in writing of their intention to speak), can speak at a special

meeting.

Submitters must speak only on the matters contained within their submission, and not bring
new information to the meeting.

f. Process to be followed at an Ordinary Council meeting
Council invites members of the community to address the meeting on any officer report listed.

Members of the community wishing to address the meeting on an officer report listed must
register on the form provided outside the Council Chambers, prior to commencement of the
meeting. No unregistered community member will be allowed to speak.

The Mayor/Chairperson has the discretion to determine the number of speakers on a particular
item.

g. Time allowed per submission

Members of the community will be given up to 3 minutes to speak. The Mayor/Chairperson will
provide a warning to the submitter when they have less than a minute to go. At the discretion
of the Mayor/Chairperson, an extension of time may be granted.

h. Oppportunities for Councillors to clarify

Councillors are given the opportunity through the Chair to ask questions of the submitter.

A printed document is an uncontrolled document.

Ensure vou have the latest nolicv bv viewina online.
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Council Community
g Participation Time Policy

5 Petitions

In accordance with the Meeting Procedure Local Law, Councillors will be able to table a
petition at a Council meeting on behalf of community members.

Any petition that does not meet the prescribed criteria as set out in the Meeting Procedure
Local Law will not be tabled, and therefore, not considered at a future meeting of Council.

a. Petitions to be lodged with the Chief Executive Officer
All petitions must be lodged prior to 5.00pm the day prior to Council meeting with the Chief
Executive Officer (or the previous business day if that day is a public holiday).

b. After a petition has been tabled
Council must resolve at the meeting where it is tabled, to receive the petition and to refer the
matter for a report or appropriate action as required to a future meeting, not more than 6

weeks away.

The head petitioner will be notified.

6 Community Briefing

Council will provide the opportunity for Community briefings to occur with Councillors. A
community briefing is a forum to allow presentation or discussion on strategic topics or key
projects, and will be open to the community.

Any matter that needs to be confidential will not be open to the community or the community
member will be invited to attend at a different meeting of Councillors.

a. Types of Community Briefings
Council may accept an invitation for a community briefing on strategic topics or key projects
that are of interest to Council or of the wider community.

Community Briefings will be open to the wider community to observe, and will be advertised in
the Warragul Gazette and the Baw Baw Shire Council Website.

b. Who can present in a Community Briefing
A Community Briefing may occur from any of the following:

¢ Council officers, Contractor, Consultant, Councillors or Council Committee’s;

A printed document is an uncontrolled document.

Ensure vou have the latest nolicv bv viewina online.
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